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Retroperitoneal Sarcoma: 25 Years of Experience With Aggressive Surgical Treatment at the Institute 

of Oncology, Ljubljana 

Darja Erzen, Mojca Sencar, and Janez Novak 

From 1975 to 2000, 155 patients with retroperitoneal tumors were operated on at the Institute of Oncology, 
Ljubljana. A retrospective study was undertaken to evaluate the results of aggressive surgical treatment in a 
series of patients of primary and recurrent retroperitoneal sarcomas. 
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MD-CT may be useful for preoperative assessment of breast-conserving surgery. 
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An awareness of malignant peritoneal mesothelioma is important to prevent misdiagnosis. Currently cytoreductive 
surgery combined with intraperitoneal chemotherapy seems to be the best strategy tor its treatment. 
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Kenji Hibi, Katsuki Ito, Seiji Akiyama, and Akimasa Nakao 

A prospective phase II study of laparoscopic distal gastrectomy was performed for Tl NO stage gastric carcinoma 
patients. Morbidity no longer is a drawback if the procedure is pertormed by experienced hands, although LADG 
remains time-consuming. 
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and Johan S. Laméris 

Data from pre-operative CT’s in 71 patients with pancreatic head carcinoma were correlated with survival after 
resection in a multivariate analysis. CT signs of local irresectability and tumor diameter > 3 cm were found to 
predict a poor survival even after resection. 
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Jang-Jaer Lee, Jiiang-Huei Jeng, Hsiao-Mei Wang, Hao-Hueng Chang, Chun-Pin Chiang, Ying-Shiung Kuo, 
Wan-Hong Lan, and Sang-Heng Kok 

Betel quid chewing worsens the prognosis of squamous cell carcinoma of buccal mucosa in Taiwan. 
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Ketayun Ardeshir Dinshaw, Jai Prakash Agarwal, Sarbani Ghosh Laskar, Tejpa! Gupta, Shyam Kishore Shrivastava, 
and Anil D. Cruz 

Primary site and perinodal extension are independent tactors affecting outcome in the postoperative 
radiotherapeutic management of HNSCC. 


Preoperative Diagnosis of Medullary Thyroid Carcinoma: Fine Needle Aspiration Cytology as Compared 

With Serum Calcitonin Measurement 

Maria Joao M. Bugalho, Jorge Rosa Santos, and Luis Sobrinho 

A correct preoperative diagnosis of MTC is essential for the definition of a proper surgical procedure. Indication 

for surgery based on suspicious FNAC may not alert the surgeon to the need of a total thyroidectomy and exploration 
of nodes, at least in the central compartment. 


Comparisons of Outcomes and Survivals for Two Central Venous Access Port Systems 

Shaw-Min Hou, Pa-Chun Wang, Yung-Chuan Sung, Henry Hsin-Chung Lee, Han-Ting Liu, and Ya-Hui Chen 

Deltec and Groshong port central venous access systems had similar infection, thrombosis, and surgical complication 
rates; the actuarial survival rates were comparable. Patients with hematogenous malignancy were at higher risk 

to develop catheter-related adverse events. 


Recurrent Ovarian Carcinoma of Low Malignant Potential: The Role of Secondary Surgical Cytoreduction and 

the Prognosis in Chinese Patients 

Rong Yu Zang, Wen Tao Yang, Da Ren Shi, Yan Xing, and Shu Mo Cai 

Prolonged survival was observed in patients with solitary recurrent disease and optimal secondary surgical outcome. 
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Inguinal Canal as an Anatomic Sanctuary Site of Relapse in Peritoneal Carcinomatosis Previously Treated 
With Intraperitoneal Chemotherapy 

Gabriel Liberale, Dominique Elias, Lucas Sideris, Philippe Lasser, David Malka, Jean-Christophe Sabourin, 
and Marc Pocard 73 
The clinical course of three patients is described and discussed. 


The Role of Glial Cell Line-Derived Neurotrophic Factor (GDNF) and Integrins for Invasion and Metastasis 
in Human Pancreatic Cancer Cells 

Hitoshi Funahashi, Yuji Okada, Hirozumi Sawai, Hiroki Takahashi, Yoichi Matsuo, Hiromitsu Takeyama, 
and Tadao Manabe 77 
In this study, we investigated whether glial cell lined-derived neurotrophic tactor (GDNF) influences the expression 

of integrins to elucidate a part of the mechanism of the invasion and metastasis in pancreatic cancer cell lines. 

We contirmed that enhancement of integrin expression by GDNF influenced invasive and adhesive ability to 

ECM proteins strongly in pancreatic cancer cells. 
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Hiroshi Okumura, Shoji Natsugoe, Masataka Matsumoto, Naoya Yokomakura, Yasuto Uchikado, Hiroyuki Takatori, 

Sumiya Ishigami, Sonshin Takao, and Takashi Aikou 84 
The authors demonstrate that p53-negative or 14-3-30-positive expressions were closely related to the 

response to CRT. 
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Lymph Node Dissection in Early Gastric Cancer 

Min-Chan Kim, Ki-Han Kim, Hyung-Ho Kim, and Ghap-Joong Jung 90 
The present study shows that LADG with extraperigastric lymph node dissection offers several perioperative benefits, 
including less pain, a shorter hospital stay, less impaired nutrition, and a lower inflammatory response than 

CODG without increasing either in postoperative morbidity or mortality. 
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Intra-Arterial Chemotherapy With Mitomycin C in Gallbladder Cancer: A follow-Up Study 

Michaela K. Bode, Jukka Perala, Jyrki T. Makela, and Sami Leinonen 102 
This article reports the results of a complete five-year follow-up of thirty-five gallbladder cancer patients treated 

with surgery and intra-arterial mitomycin C or mitomycin C alone over a period of 15 years. The median survival 

of gallbladder cancer patients treated with surgery and SIAC seems to be significantly better compared to the 

previously reported outcome of surgical treatment alone. 
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Samuel P. Jacks, Jonathan C. Hundley, Perry Shen, Greg B. Russell, and Edward A. Levine 112 
Treatment of peritoneal carcinomatosis trom small bowel adenocarcinoma is a rare clinical challenge. We reviewed 

our experience with cytoreductive surgery and intraperitoneal hyperthermic chemotherapy in this setting. 


Commentary 
Lloyd Mack 


The Perimeter Technique for Lentigo Maligna: an Alternative to Mohs Micrographic Surgery 
Mary-Helen Mahoney, Mariamma Joseph, and Claire L.F. Temple 120 
Clinical and surgical results are reviewed on eleven patients with lentigo maligna treated with a margin-controlled, 

staged, perimeter excision. 


Pretreatment Anemia Is Associated With Poorer Survival in Patients With Stage | and I! Gastric Cancer 
Jian Guo Shen, Jae Ho Cheong, Woo Jin Hyung, Junuk Kim, Seung Ho Choi, and Sung Hoon Noh 126 
The correlation between anemia and outcome in surgically treated patients with gastric cancer has been 

rarely studied. Our study revealed pretreatment anemia was associated with poorer survival in patients with 

stage | and II gastric cancer. 


Post-Resection Mucosal Margin Shrinkage in Oral Cancer: Quantification and Significance 

Rajesh C. Mistry, Sajid S$. Qureshi, and C. Kumaran 

Significant shrinkage in mucosal margins occurs following resection of oral cavity cancers, the extent of which 
has been quantified only in experimental setting. This margin shrinkage should be considered at the time of initial 
resection to prevent the discontent resulting from close or involved margins especially in low stage tumors. 
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Masashi Watanabe, Wataru Takita, Masaru Tsuchiya, Yuichiro Otsuka, Akira Tamura, Hironori Kaneko, 
and Kazuo Kobayashi 

We designed a new method using a tapering side hole catheter tor hepatic arterial intusion chemotherapy. 
We suggest that this method may enable operators to avoid complicated selective coiling and may lower 
the incidence of hepatic artery occlusion in patients receiving long-term Chemotherapy. 
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Walter Lawrence, Jr. 


Outcomes of Re-Excision After Unplanned Excisions of Soft-Tissue Sarcomas 

Mark W. Manoso, Deborah A. Frassica, E. Gene Deune, and Frank J. Frassica 

Unplanned excisions of soft-tissue sarcomas can be effectively treated with re-excision and adjuvant therapy. 
The 5-year survival rate after re-excision of extremity soft-tissue sarcomas was 91%. 
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Although osteosarcoma is often located adjacent to synovial joints, penetration of tumor through articular cartilage 
into the joint is uncommon. In the absence of definite joint involvement by osteosarcoma on pre-operative MRI, 

it is likely to be safe to proceed with intra-articular, limb-preserving resection. 
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Large slice technique was combined with tissue microarray in the study of mesorectal spread and lymph node 
micrometastasis of rectal cancer. We describe the distribution of neoplastic focus and the role of micrometastasis 
in the current study. 
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Initial use of bevacizumab (Avastin™'; rhuMab VEGF), a humanized monoclonal antibody directed against vascular 
endothelial growth factor, 28-60 days after surgery in patients with metastatic Colorectal cancer did not 

increase wound healing complications. However, major surgery during bevacizumab treatment may lead to an 
increase in the incidence of such complications. 
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and Tsang-Pai Liu 

Wide excision with a clear margin is the preterable initial therapy tor phyllodes tumors of the breast. 

Routine axillary lymph node dissection is not recommended. Patients have tumors with infiltrating tumor margin, 
severe stromal overgrowth, atypia, and cellularity are at high risk for metastases. 
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One-stage radical gastrectomy with possible extensive lymphadenectomy should be encouraged for resectable 
pertorated gastric cancer. In cases of misdiagnosis,.non-radical local surgery with curative resection will be sufficient 
for early-stage but not advanced-stage cancer patients. 
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This study compared endoscopic ultrasonography (EUS) to endoscopy in preoperative evaluation of 
gastro-esophageal junction adenocarcinoma. EUS seemed to be essential in differentiating T1 from advanced 
tumors and it showed a good accuracy in defining the Siewert type, with some difficulties in distinguishing from 
type Il and Ill tumors. 
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The prognosis in gastric cancer patients over 70 years of age is equivalent to that of younger patients after total 
gastrectomy with extensive lymphadenectomy. Continuous pulmonary monitoring and prompt management of 
complications are necessary after total gastrectomy with extended lymphadenectomy for patients over 70 years 
of age. 
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